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The crisis among Nicaragua's powers of state, which had paralyzed all parliamentary activities
during the past four months, came to a close in early January with the election of new members
of the National Assembly directorate (junta directiva). Spokespersons for the administration of
President Violeta Chamorro have indicated they are satisfied with the composition of the new
directorate and look forward to a productive and cooperative relationship between the executive
and the legislature. Following several weeks of political maneuvering among the different sectors
involved in the dispute (for most recent previous coverage see CAU 12/04/92), the deal that was
eventually cut strengthened the hand of the pro-Chamorro center-left alliance in the legislature,
marginalized the right wing sectors within the National Opposition Union (Union Nacional
Opositora, UNO), and appears to spell the beginning of the political demise of outgoing Assembly
president Alfredo Cesar. Formal resolution of the crisis came on Jan. 9 with election of new members
to the Assembly's seven-person directorate. In attendance at the session were 48 deputies, slightly
more than a simple majority, from the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) and UNO's
dissident "centrist" faction. The other 44 deputies heeded Cesar's call to boycott the session. While
the vote was being held, outside the Assembly building an estimated 2,000 UNO supporters led
by Cesar and Vice President Virgilio Godoy held a protest at which UNO formally announced its
decision to assume the role of a "belligerent" opposition. The new directorate, which will serve a
two-year term, is headed by Socialist Party (Partido Socialista Nicaraguense, PSN) chief Gustavo
Tablada, leader of the "centrist" group. The other members elected were the FSLN's Reinaldo
Antonio Tefel (first vice president), Ray Hooker (second secretary), and Marcia Quezada (third
secretary); liberals Ivan Salvador Madrid (second vice president) and Guillermo Chavarria (third
vice president); and conservative Frank Duarte (first secretary). For now, the 44 UNO deputies
have said they will boycott Assembly sessions to protest the manner in which the elections were
handled. However, since the center-left deputies can muster enough votes to begin pushing
legislation through on their own, observers say it is likely that most UNO deputies will be returning
to parliament. Several key bills are scheduled to come up for debate during the current Assembly
session, including property rights legislation and a new law to regulate the military. (Sources:
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 01/08-11/93; Agence FrancePresse, 01/09/93)
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